
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.wfp.org 

 

 

 

WFP Paraguay | Brief                                 
Reporting period: 01 April – 31 June 2015                
Country Director: Paolo Mattei (Bolivia Country Director) 

 

W
F
P

 P
a
r
a
g

u
a
y
 |

 B
ri
e
f  

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 

OPERATIONS  

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

Developing Emergency 

Preparedness and 

Response Capacities in 

Central and South America 

Regional Project-Paraguay 

(DEPR) 

Aug 2013– 

Jun 2015 
1,200 111,000 

 

111,000 

 

100% -  
 

AusAid 

UN Trust Fund for Human 

Security (UNTFHS) 

Oct 2014– 

Sep 2016 
2,100 444,049 146,536 33% 146,000 UNTFHS 

Sustainable Development 

Goals Fund (SDG) project 

May 2015– 

Dec 2016 
12,150 300,000 150,000 50% 150,000 SDG-F 

DIPECHO project 
May 2015–

Dec 2016 
260 291,505 - - 137,981 ECHO 

*July-December 2015 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

WFP implements innovative projects with a community based development approach to strengthen capacities of the 

Government to implement safety net programmes. WFP provides technical assistance to the Government of Paraguay. It 

improves the capacity of the Government in the areas including needs assessment, nutrition, logistics, emergency 

coordination and early warning. WFP also provides important emergency preparedness support to the Government 

through the project "Developing Emergency Preparedness and Response Capacities in Central and South America Regional 

Project-Paraguay (DEPR)". 

 

The joint project “Strengthening human security in the central municipalities of the Paraguayan Chaco”, funded by the 

UN Trust Fund for Human Security (UNTFHS) will allow UNDP, WFP, and PAHO to facilitate the creation of a coordination 

platform for the territorial development of the Paraguayan Chaco, promoting multi-sectoral efforts to improve human 

security with social equity in four municipalities.  

 

The joint WHO/FAO/UNICEF/WFP Food Security project, "Paraguay protects, promotes and facilitates the effective 

accomplishment of the right to food and the food and nutrition security of vulnerable populations", funded by the 

Sustainable Development Goals Fund (SDG), will be implemented in 2015-2016.  

 

The DIPECHO (Disaster Preparedness ECHO programme)-funded project “Strengthening of institutional and community 

preparedness and coordination capacities for disaster risk reduction in Paraguay” was pre-approved in February 2015 

and should be implemented by UNDP and WFP until 2016. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WFP formulated a draft Country Strategy Document (CSD) for 

Paraguay where potential support areas were identified and 

prioritized. These include (i) vulnerability analysis mapping and 

targeting; (ii) improvement of national food-based safety nets such 

as school feeding and complementary feeding; and (iii) emergency 

preparedness and response. WFP does not have a country office in 

Paraguay to implement its projects. In 2012, WFP established an 

antenna office in Asuncion that is managed by the Bolivia Country 

Office. The Government has expressed its interest in re-opening a 

WFP Country Office in Paraguay to implement longer-term support.  
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP closely coordinates all activities with the Government and UN agencies. Given the thematic and geographical 

characteristics of the projects being implemented, WFP works with the Government’s National Emergency Secretariat 

(SEN), the National Food and Nutrition Institute, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Technical Planning Secretariat, the 

Ministry of Education and UN agencies such as UNDP, PAHO/WHO, FAO, UNICEF and UN Women. The design, planning 

and implementation of all projects are the results of joint efforts.       

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Paraguay is a low middle income country with a per capita gross national 

income (GNI) of USD 4,010 (World Bank, 2014) and a population of 6.7 

million. Paraguay falls below the Latin American average in several 

socioeconomic categories, including immunisation rates, potable water, 

sanitation, and secondary school enrolment, and has greater rates of 

income inequality and child and maternal mortality.  

Paraguay ranked 111 of 187 countries as per the 2014 Human 

Development Report. Sixty percent of the population relies directly or 

indirectly on agriculture for their livelihoods. Because the wealth 

generated through agricultural exports is concentrated in very few hands, 

a substantial proportion of the smallholder and subsistence farmers and 

landless rural population live in poverty or extreme poverty, making them 

vulnerable to food insecurity. While 10 percent of the population lives in 

extreme poverty, this rate increases to 18 percent among the rural 

population (Directorate General for Statistics, Surveys and Census, 

2014). Extreme poverty rates reach up to 57 percent among the 

indigenous population (World Bank, 2013). The prevalence of chronic 

malnutrition among children under 5 is 17 percent, while the prevalence 

among indigenous children is 43 percent (National Institute for Food and 

Nutrition, 2010). 28 percent of pregnant women are malnourished, which also results in a high prevalence of low birth 

weight. School enrolment has decreased from 99 percent in 2007 to 95 percent in 2011 (World Bank, 2011). 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 The Human Security project has been officially launched. Ministers, 

vice ministers and secretaries attended the event. WFP lent 65 mt 

of food (wheat flour, rice and Vegetable oil) to respond to the floods. 

WFP has no planned distribution over the next few months as Food 

for Assets activities are being organised by its partners UNDP and 

WHO. 

 Three workshops on Emergency Food Security Assessment were 

provided by a WFP expert trainer from Bolivia under the DEPR and 

the Human Security projects. 

 Two simulation workshops were implemented by a team from 

Guatemala and Bolivia under the DEPR project. Departmental and 

municipal Governments participated in the simulations. 

 The DIPECHO project was launched with the participation of the 

Minister of the SEN, EU and ECHO representatives, governors and 

majors. WFP started the preparation process and as a first step, 

specialist consultants are being hired in coordination with the SEN 

and partners. By the end of the second quarter, the MoU with UNDP 

was signed with funds due to be shared imminently.  

 The SDG-F project has also started. WFP received the first 

instalment of 50% of the funds. WFP started to coordinate with the 

Government for the first activities of the project.    

 The Minister of the SEN expressed his commitment to advocate for 

WFP re-opening a Country Office with the President, the Head of the 

Cabinet and the Foreign Affairs Minister.  

 

 Efforts and negotiations are underway to 

secure the Government’s support for 

establishment of a permanent WFP 

Country Office in Paraguay. A permanent 

WFP presence in the country would allow 

for formulation of long-term programmes 

and resource mobilisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


